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ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF HEALTH OFFICERS. 

The Sixteenth Annual Conference of State and Territorial Health 
Authorities with the United States Public Health Service will be 
held in Washington, D. C, June 3 and 4, 1918. 

Provisional Program. 

Opening remarks by the Surgeon General. 
Roll call of delegates. 
Appointment of committees. 

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES. 

Matters related to war — Dr. H. M. Biggs. 

Morbidity Returns — Dr. A. J. Chesley. 

Sanitation of Public Conveyances— Dr. Oscar Dowling. 

Rural Sanitation— Dr. W. S. Rankin. 

Trachoma — Dr. A. W. Freeman. 

Increasing Efficiency of Conferences — Dr. W. C. Woodward. 

NEW BUSINESS. 

1. Sanitation of extra-cantonment areas, especially as related to 
the work of State and local health authorities. 

2. The venereal diseases: Their control, with reference to the rela- 
tion of the United States Public Health Service to States and cities 
in handling this problem. 

3. Better control of communicable diseases and disease carriers, 
especially in the case of cerebrospinal meningitis and typhoid fever. 

4. Use of records of drafted men for public health purposes. 

5. Relation to public health of industrial hygiene and sanitation, 
especially in war industries. 

6. Care of health of tuberculous soldiers and relation to the public 
health, especially after their return to civil life. 

7. Trachoma and its bearing on the public health of the military 
forces. 

8. Hookworm disease: The importance of its prevalence and con- 
trol among the military forces. 
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9. Effects on the public health of the forthcoming shortage in the 
medical profession. 

10. Better morbidity reports: How to secure them. 

(a) Fees to physicians. 

(b) Appointments of collaborating epidemiologists in every State 
and assistant collaborating epidemiologists in every county. 

(c) Issuance of weekly bulletins containing detailed summaries of 
reports from 100 representative cities. 

(d) Creation of registration area. 

11. Kailroad water supplies. 

12. Pellagra. 

On the completion of the regular program members may bring 
before the conference other subjects to be taken up in so far as time 
permits. 

SOME OBSERVATIONS ON THE PERSONALITY OF FEEBLE- 
MINDED CHILDREN IN THE GENERAL POPULATION. 

By Walter L Treadway, Passed Assistant Surgeon, United States Public Health Service. 

In studies of school children with reference to mental development 
the investigations made by the Public Health Service emphasize the 
necessity of making careful studies of those children who grade below 
the normal limits as to intelligence. Children in this group show 
greater differences in make-up or personality than children in the 
normal group. It is not sufficient to grade the children in any school 
by formal psychological tests. 

In making studies of the mental development of any group of 
children the formal psychological tests may be relied upon to grade 
the intelligence. But those children who grade below certain normal 
limits or who by their conduct show unusual traits of character should 
be studied more carefully by one having psychiatric training. 

Investigations conducted by the Public Health Service have 
afforded the opportunity to grade, by ithe Binet-Simon scale, the 
intelligence of a large number of rural American school children, 
white and colored, and of some immigrant children. The results 
showed a considerable variation in the degree of intelligence among 
mentally normal children. 1 

When such children were compared, there were also found differ- 
ences in make-up or personality. When children who graded below 
the limits of normal intelligence were compared, a somewhat greater 
difference in intelligence was observed, and some of these children 
possessed constitutional traits approaching those of the psychopathic 
make-up. The recognition of these personalities may serve as a 

'"Rural school sanitation, including physical and mental status oi school children in PorterCounty, 
Ind.:" By Taliaferro Clark, G.L.Collins, and W. L. Treadway; Public Health Bulletin No. 77. "Mental 
status ol rural school children, report of preliminary sanitary survey made in New Castle County, Del., 
with a <:esoript ion oi the lests employed: " By E. II. Mullan; Reprint No. 377 from Public Health Reports. 
Kepo r ts c-' other investigations ol this character by officers of the Service have not yet been published. 



